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Message Text 


REF: (A) STATE 176194, (B) STATE 180497, (C) STATE 168716 

1 . TEXT OF DUFFY-DEMICHEV LETTER IN REF A PRESENTED IN 
LETTER FORM TO MINCULT’S BUTROVA 13 JULY BY MINNESOTA 
CONSORTIUM REPRESENTATIVES SHISSLER AND BOWLT. AT RE- 
QUEST OF SHISSLER, WHO SAID SHE HAD DRAFTED LETTER FOR 
DUFFY, SECOND SENTENCE OF PARAGRAPH 6 WAS DELETED. 
ORIGINAL DELIVERED TO MINCULT FOR MINISTER DEMICHEV AND 
COPIES FOR DEPUTY MINISTER POPOV, CHIEF WESTERN EUROPEAN 
AND AMERICAN DIVISION BUTROVA, AND CHIEF OF FINE ARTS 
DIVISION DHALTURIN THUS CONTAINS PENULTIMATE PARAGRAPH 
READING QUOTE IF THIS SOLUTION IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
MINISTRY, I WOULD URGE THAT BOTH SIDES WORK WITH THE 
GREATEST POSSIBLE FLEXIBILITY TO FIND AN ALTERNATIVE 
SOLUTION. THE ENDOWMENT AND THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ARE 
AWARE OF THE MANY YEARS OF WORK ON BOTH THE SOVIET AND 
AMERICAN SIDES WHICH HAVE GONE INTO THE PLANNING AND 
PREPARATION FOR "THE ART OF RUSSIA: 1800-1850." THE 
IMPORTANCE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS EXHIBITION IN THE 
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CULTURAL LIFE OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES ARE TOO GREAT TO LET 
EVEN DIFFICULT PROBLEMS DETER ITS FRUITION AND SUCCESS 
AT THIS POINT. UNQUOTE 

2. COPIES OF LETTER FOR NATIONAL HUMANITIES CHAIRMAN 
DUFFEY, NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS DIRECTOR TAYLOR, 
USICA/EU AND STATE EUR/SOV SENT USICA/EU UNDER REGISTRY 
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NO. 2061316. 

3. MINCULT'S BUTROVA AND INGOSSTRAKH'S RUNOV NOTIFIED BY 
PHONE JULY 18 AND 20, RESPECTIVELY. OF CONTENTS OF REFTEL 
B. AND BY FOLLOW-UP LETTERS (COPIES FOR USICA/EU AND STATE 
EUR/SOV ALSO SENT UNDER REGISTRY NO. 2061316). RUNOV 
COMMENTED THAT CONTRACT AMENDMENT AND USE OF BROKER FOR 
MONEY TRANSFER ARE SOP. HE WILL CONFIRM ACCEPTANCE OF 
PARAS 1 AND 2 DIRECTLY TO MINNESOTA GALLERY. BUTROVA 
DOUBTS THAT ADDITIONAL EXHIBITION OF RARE BOOKS COULD 

BE INCLUDED IN ORIGINAL SHI-PING AND INSURANCE ARRANGE- 
MENTS, AT NO ADDITIONAL COST. SHE WILL CONSULT WITH 
LENIN LIBRARY, HOWEVER, AND EMB OFF WILL QUERY HER PRIOR 
TO AUGUST SHIPPING DATE. 

4. AS EVIDENT BY PRECEDING, SHISSLER AND BOWLT IN JULY 13 
AND 14 CONVERSATIONS WITH MINCULT'S BUTROVA AND KHALTURIN 
AND INGOSSTRAKH'S RUNOV, RESOLVED PROBLEM OF INSURANCE BY 
ACCEPTING INGOSSTRAKH'S FEE OF TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS FOR INSURING ART OBJECTS DURING TRANSPORTATION 
AND EXHIBITION. THUS USG POSITION OF NO RECOGNIZING 
SEEMINGLY INFLATED VALUES WHICH MAY RESULT FROM SOVIET- 
DETERMINED RUBLE/DOLLAR EXCHANGE IS NOT COMPROMISED BY 
PARTIAL USG AND PARTIAL PRIVATE INSURANCE COVERAGE. 

SHISSLER EXPRESSED CONCERN TO CAO THAT MINNESOTA GROUP'S 
DECISION TO RAISE ADDITIONAL TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND 
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DOLLARS FOR SOVIET INSURANCE COVERAGE FROM PRIVATE SOURCES 
MIGHT IN SOME WAY PREJUDICE NATIONAL HUMANITIES GRANT. 

SHE RECOUNTED THAT NEH CONSIDERS MATCHING FUNDS SOLICITED 
BY MINNESOTA GROUP FROM PRIVATE SOURCES AS PART OF NEH 
GRANT. CAO EXPRESSED PERSONAL AND UNOFFICIAL OPINION THAT 
IF SUPPLEMENTARY MONEY FOR INSURANCE WAS RAISED FROM 
PRIVATE SOURCES, IT WOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED AS PART OF 
COMPOUNDED NEH GRANT. 

5. SHISSLER AND BOWLT REPORTED THAT BUTROVA AND OTHERS AT 
MINCULT REPEATEDLY RAISED SUBJECT OF PROPRIETY OF MINNE- 
SOTA GROUP EXTENDING INVITATION TO MINISTER DEMICHEV. 

BOTH MINNESOTA REPS FELT THAT EXHIBIT ORGANIZERS WERE 
OBLIGED TO INVITE MINISTER BECAUSE OF EXCELLENT COOPERA- 
TION EXTENDED THEM BY MINCULT. FYI BUTROVA AND KHALTURIN 
HOSTED LUNCH AT MOSCOW RESTAURANT JULY 14. TOASTS WERE 
EFFUSIVE AND SPIRITS MOST CONGENIAL. END FYI. SHISSLER 
WORRIED ABOUT MINNESOTA GROUP S ABILITY TO FINANCE VISIT 
ON MINISTERIAL LEVEL. SHE RECOUNTED WASHINGTON CONVERSA- 
TIONS CONCERNING OFFICIAL INVITATION FOR DEMICHEV. CAO, 
COGNIZANT OF PARA 6 REFTEL C, DID NOT ENCOURAGE HOPES FOR 
OFFICIAL INVITATION AT THIS TIME. SHE DID SAY THAT 
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EMBASSY IN PRINCIPLE FAVORS DEMICHEV VISIT THE U.S. UNDER 
IV PROGRAM AND SUGGESTED THAT MINNESOTA HOSTS MIGHT WORD 
INVITATION TO COVER VISIT TO EXHIBIT ANYTIME DURING ITS 
U.S. TOUR WHICH ENDS AT SMITHSONIAN'S RENWICK GALLERY IN 
WASHINGTON NOVEMBER 1979, IF HE IS UNABLE TO ATTEFD 
OCTOBER 1978 OPENING. MINISTER WOULD THEREBY HAVE INVITA- 
TION SO THAT LESSER LIGHTS AT MINCULT COULD ACCEPT MINNE- 
SOTA OFFERS AND MINISTER COULD POSTPONE VISIT UNTIL MORE 
PROPITIOUS MOMENT IN US-USSR RELATIONS WHEN USG COULD 
EXTEND OFFICIAL INVITATION. CAO INFORMED SNFSSLER THAT 
EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO INVITE KHALTURIN ON IV GRANT IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH MINNEAPOLIS OPENING, BUT WOULD NOT BE 
ABLE TO HELP WITH POPOV AND BUTROVA WHO HAVE ALREADY 
PARTICIPATED IN IV PROGRAM. MATLOCK 
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